The Meaning of Easter
Jesus had lived an exemplary life. He had always done the will of His Father in heaven. He had healed the lame and brought sight to the blind . He had raised the dead. He had done many miracles and He had cast out demons from people. He had taught the people how to live in  the coming Kingdom of God. But in spite of this He was put to death by crucifixion like a criminal. He allowed this to happen because it was the will of His Father. His death on the cross was to be the way of forgiveness for men and women. They could accept that His death on the cross was for their sins – that He suffered in their place so they could know forgiveness of sins in His Name. They needed to acknowledge that they could not make themselves right with God because they had all done things wrong. They were not good enough for God  so that they needed to look for His mercy  rather than His justice which would be to punish them for their sins.

21But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement,I through faith in his blood. 

Death could not hold Jesus – He had lived a perfect life. On the third day after his death He was resurrected ( raised from the dead) and  appeared to various of  His disciples on the first day of the Jewish week (our Sunday). This was to mark God’s new Creation. He had symbolically created the worlds in 6 days and then rested on the 7th. Jesus was to rest in the tomb on the 7th day and be resurrected on the first day of the week. Then God’s new creation – his church made up of those who are born-again into His kingdom  - would now to be inaugurated from the first day of a new symbolic week that would stretch until the end of the Gospel age when Jesus would return to judge all mankind. 
Thus Easter is about New Life – the New creation.  – The church  - made up not of buildings but of people redeemed by Jesus’ blood.  Just as God had in Creation breathed on men and women giving them life:-
the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. 1
So now, after His resurrection, Jesus breathed on His disciples to give them the Holy Spirit enabling them to fulfill their mission in building the new Creation – His church.. 
Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you." 22And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 1
The church is destined to be His bride – the Holy City. The apostle John was given a vision of its completion at the end of the Age.
2I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 
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