Ten points concerning prayer
1. It is personal and not ritual 
Jesus said “And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. Instead we should pray in our own words sincerely from our heart knowing that God knows our needs before we even articulate them to him and knowing that he can do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think. Babbling with many words also suggest the pagans were not listening as they prayed. They were praying to idols made of wood or stone : they would be motionless and lifeless and not be expected to interact with the person praying so why stop from their stream of words to listen to the idol. However Jesus’s Father wants to communicate with his children and can speak to them in their prayer through the Holy Spirit.

2. It acknowledges God’s greater wisdom and purpose

We should not tell God how to answer our prayer as if we have greater wisdom than he or consider that he is there to serve us rather than we him. We should take as our example the action of Jesus’ mother. When the wine ran out at the wedding of Cana she didn’t tell Jesus what he should do to fix the problem e.g go and get some more from the wine merchant or beg or  borrow some from other guests or neighbors. No she instructed the servants to do whatever  Jesus told them leaving him completely free to solve this problem as he saw fit. Then Jesus acted in a far more wonderful way than she could ever have imagined. There were six stone jars intended for the Jewish rites of purification standing by, each with a capacity of twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus instructed the servants to fill them all with water and they filled them to the brim. Then when the water was drawn out from the jars it had become wine – indeed very excellent wine and  about 150 gallons of it!  Not only was a vast quantity of the most excellent wine produced to meet Mary’s need  but the miracle also illustrated  the new covenant that Jesus would inaugurate. The  Jewish water of purification  was to be superceded by the blood of Jesus himself who by his crucifixion would make a full atonement for sin for all who would believe on him. 
3, It is not a one-way conversation

Babbling with many words also suggest the pagans were not listening as they prayed. They were praying to idols made of wood or stone : they would be motionless and lifeless and not be expected to interact with the person praying so why stop from their stream of words to listen to the idol. However Jesus’s Father wants to communicate with his children and can meet them in their prayer through the Holy Spirit. In the Psalm’s we see many examples of prayers where the initial despondence of the Psalmist expressed at the beginning of his prayer is transformed into optimism and a confidence that God will act on his behalf.
4. It is a communication to God and not men
Our words in prayer aimed at God and not other men or women. Our words in prayer to God are not meant to educate others or impress them with our piety or holiness nor to instruct or suggest to others what they should  do. The payer is seeking reward from God and not from other people. Jesus criticised the Pharisees who prayed on street corners  to be seen of men. He said that they have their reward that men think well of them so they should not also expect a reward from God.
5. It is not directed at a God of our own imagination
The prophet Isaiah talks of the man who cuts down a tree and cuts in two, One part he uses to make a fire on which to cook and warm himself and with the other he makes an idol which he then worships. It can be convenient to worship a god we have made: clearly it will be there to serve us rather than us serve it. It will not make great demands of us. These days people do not generally make idols out of wood or stone but instead they make a mental image of him fashioning out what God is like in their imagination. Then if challenged by a description of the character of the living God as he has revealed himself they say that they could not imagine God to be like that as if the all-powerful Creator of the Universe has to have the character that they imagine rather than the way he is and has revealed himself. 
6. It is prayer to a Father who loves to give good gifts to his children

Jesus said that if a child asked his earthly father for bread would his father instead give him a stone or if he asked for a fish would he give him a scorpion. If even evil fathers know how to give good gifts to their children, how much more then, said Jesus, will your heavenly Father give good gifts to those who ask him.  

7. Access in prayer to the Father is through the Son

We have no right to come by our own merit. The way is open through Jesus Christ’s death for us on the cross. 
8. It is by the power of the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit indwells all of God’s children and teaches and helps them to pray. We can be bold in prayer as Jesus is our advocate and all power in Heaven and Earth has been given to him.

9. We should ask in faith

 Jesus said “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you”

10. We should seek the glory of God

Jesus said “Whatever you ask in my Name, I will do it, that the Father may be glorified in the Son”

 Prayer is not to command God to give us what we feel we want but our request should be according to his will and for his glory.
 There is advantage in praying together with other Christians. “If two of you on earth agree about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven” 

